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15:00 ~ 16:20 Dr. Christian Leipe (Free University of Berlin)

Title; Archaeobotanical records from the Hamanaka 2 site: Indications for the subsistence
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Free University of Berlin

Dr. Christian Leipe

Archaeobotanical records from the Hamanaka 2 site
Indications for the subsistence economy of Okhotsk
culture groups on Rebun Island

Archaeobotanical analysis at the Hamanaka 2 archaeological site (Rebun Island,
Hokkaido Prefecture) provides a new record of naked barley and its possible use in
the economy of the Okhotsk culture of northern Japan during 5-10th century AD.
Numerous barley grains dated by the AMS radiocarbon method suggest that the
Okhotsk communities of northern Japan, traditionally viewed as pure hunter-fisher-
gatherers, likely developed a more complex economy with elements of agriculture.
Morphological characteristics of the barley seeds from Rebun Island and
comparative analysis results further suggest that the appearance of naked barley
(Hordeum vulgare var. nudum) in the northern Hokkaido region is closely connected
with the Russian Far East region. On the other hand, hulled barley, associated with
Satsumon culture sites of central and southern Hokkaido, was likely dispersed by
cultural influence from central and southern Japan. As suggested by
archaeobotanical and palynological analyses, human impact/activities on Rebun
Island have been generally stronger during the Okhotsk culture occupation in
comparison to preceding (Epi-Jomon) and subsequent (Satsumon/Ainu) cultural
phases.
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